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NEWS RELEASE

CONTACT:  
Nelson Maynard



Chairman, Bluegrass Tomorrow

Office: 859-367-1107

Cell:  859-421-6900

Rob Rumpke cell: 859-351-2447

For immediate release, May 15, 2008:
RUMPKE NAMED PRESIDENT/CEO

OF BLUEGRASS TOMORROW


LEXINGTON, Kentucky—Rob Rumpke, a 28-year marketing and association management veteran whose career has spanned from the Cincinnati Reds to Host Communications to the President/CEO of the Kentucky Tourism Council to his own company where he managed the Richmond and Woodford County Chambers of Commerce, has been named the new President/CEO of Bluegrass Tomorrow, Nelson Maynard, Chairman of Bluegrass Tomorrow has announced.

Rumpke, 50, who has served on the Bluegrass Tomorrow Board of Directors for the last eight years and has been its executive committee secretary, has been very involved in central Kentucky’s regional development initiatives over the last decade.

He has been instrumental in bringing the regional chambers like Richmond, Woodford County and others into the regional planning discussions. His involvement includes various Commerce Lexington, Bluegrass Tomorrow and the Bluegrass Area Development District committees and projects.  He also served as chairman of the Bluegrass Workforce Investment Board for the Bluegrass Area Development District for six years.

“Not only does Rob bring his extensive association management and business background to Bluegrass Tomorrow, he also understands regionalism as well as anyone in the Bluegrass,” said Maynard, “and he has worked closely with all of the central Kentucky organizations as a regional advocate.  He has also worked with most of the central Kentucky elected officials who are key to this partnership process.”

Rumpke has been working as Bluegrass Tomorrow’s Interim Executive Director since March.  Bluegrass Tomorrow is a regional planning organization founded in 1989.  The organization’s core mission is to achieve a great quality of life in combination with a strong economy.  Bluegrass Tomorrow advocates for innovative development and preservation strategies and building stronger regional connections.
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Bluegrass Tomorrow’s vision for the region is one where strong economic growth continues in harmony with the irreplaceable qualities that make central Kentucky such a great place to live ensuring that our region is “well-developed” and “well-preserved.”  

“Bluegrass Tomorrow gives support and thanks to the region’s governments, planning commissions, the Bluegrass Area Development District, Commerce Lexington, the Kentucky League of Cities, the Kentucky Association of Counties, other regional chambers, state and federal agencies, business and community private partners and dedicated individuals who are making this vision a reality,” said Maynard.

A Lexington resident for 21 years, Rumpke has spent the last 15 years working in Franklin, Madison and Woodford Counties, and most recently spent nine years with the Richmond Chamber of Commerce and the last two with the Woodford Chamber working on local and regional partnership and planning projects through his consulting company.  He has also been a partner with Rainmaker Advertising.

Rumpke is a Cincinnati native who after graduating from the University of Dayton in 1980 went to work in the publicity department at the Cincinnati Reds. He also worked at the Public Information Office at Wittenberg University before moving to Lexington to work for Host Communications and the National Tour Association in 1986. 

Rumpke also worked in the horse industry for The Red Mile and its owners, the Lexington Trots Breeders Association and Castleton Farm. From 1994 to 1999, he was President/CEO of the Kentucky Tourism Council and was a tourism industry lobbyist. As a private consultant, he was also responsible for the development of the Kentucky Music Hall of Fame, and the Richmond Battlefield Park.

Rumpke’s wife Linda, is President/CEO of J.P. Morgan Chase.  They have two sons:  Michael 22, a senior (and baseball player) at the University of New Orleans, and Marc 7.
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